
 

I wish to introduce myself. I am Des Dunn, a candidate for the 

upcoming Mansfield Council Election. 

My wife and I have lived in Merrijig for seven years and run a 

tourist accommodation business.  We have children who live and 

work in the area and grandchildren attending schools in 

Mansfield. I have been coming to Mansfield since 5 years old 

with my father visiting his sister Molly and husband George Ross, 

at their farm on the Delatite River at Howes Creek. The farm 

subsequently was acquired as part of the Eildon Weir. 

I feel at this stage the Shire has already had a win with the 

number of candidates standing and offering a diverse range of experience and opinions. 

My background is that of a property Valuer and Commercial/Industrial Real Estate Agent.  I owned 

a business in the Melbourne CBD employing 25 staff and prior to that I was employed by the cities 

of Hawthorn (now Boroondara) and Prahran (now Stonnington) as a rating Valuer consequently I 

am very familiar with the council rating and planning systems. 

I am approachable, willing to listen to a wide range of opinions in order to arrive at a consensus 

and then to act. I will engage with and support the smaller and more distant communities within 

the Shire.  I acknowledge the needs of our ageing demographic as well as the needs of our 

disabled and needy within the community. I acknowledge the need to develop a policy on 

environmental climate change and its impact on the community. 

One of the results of the Covid pandemic is that many jobs/occupations can now be undertaken 

from a home office.  Already there is an increased interest in rural areas as an alternative to city or 

suburban living. This will result, I believe, in a potential increase in our population numbers as city 

based residents seek to come to areas such as ours. The population increase could put pressure on 

our current resources but if we look ar the positive aspects it would also broaden our rating base 

and help create the funds required to cope with the population increase. 

Approximately 50% of the Council revenue is derived from rates with the remaining 50% gained 

via Government grants.  The negative effect the pandemic has had on the economy has put 

pressure on all forms of government and their budgets.  Post Covid-19 , it is expected that there 

will be a injection of funds through Grants to bolster the economy.  We as a Shire have to be very 

aware of when Grant monies are accessible and when to apply for them. We will need to have 

projects ready to go and so forward thinking communities will be the most successful in achieving 

these Grants. This will support local jobs and businesses.  There are projects that we may not have 

considered as yet, but with engagement of community with council, I believe we will be amazed by 

what could be achieved. 

I would be pleased to receive any feedback and will reply as soon as possible. 

Ph:  0412 311319  or email: desmarydunn@gmail.com or on Facebook       

mailto:desmarydunn@gmail.com

