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JAMIESON COMMUNITY GROUP 

President’s Report 

Welcome to the summer edition of the 
Jamieson News.  The last 6 months have 
been very busy, such that other community 
commitments by our editor and some contributors 
prevented the publication of a spring edition.   

The first thing I must tell you is that the JCG held its 
AGM on Tuesday 15th November 2016.  The meeting 
was very well attended, including 
visitor Harry Westendorp, who is the 
newly elected Shire councillor for 
Jamieson Ward.  After all JCG 
positions were declared vacant, the 
2015/16 Executive Committee was 
re-elected unopposed to serve for 
another term. Two new positions 
were also created and filled. On 
behalf of the community, I 
congratulate and welcome Mandy 
Riedel for taking on the role of Promotions Officer and 
Kerry Heppell that of Membership Officer. 
Congratulations to JCG Executive Committee on your 
re-election and amazing achievements over the last 12 
months.  A full list of the JCG Executive Committee can 
be found elsewhere in this issue 

Thanks to the vision of Craig Eury, the many hours of 
work by community volunteers and the time and effort 
put in by Chris Watt with big yellow machine, 
Matthews Reserve is looking great and will not go un-
noticed by the many visitors driving into Jamieson over 
the summer period.  The magnificent hand crafted 
metal and weathered Red Gum memorial, listing the 
names of the 51 ex-pupils of Jamieson Primary School 
who served in WW1, has been in place for some time.  
27 Japanese Maples were planted in midwinter to 
create an avenue; these have increased in size and are 
producing magnificent foliage.  51 large bluestone 
rocks (representing the 51 names on the memorial) 
have recently been carefully placed between the trees 
along the avenue to create a magnificent vista from the 
road.  

The Community Group is now desperately seeking 
funds (via a grant) for crushed rock to surface the 600 
metres of path from the Northern end of the Reserve 
through the native bushland, between the avenue of 

deciduous trees as far as the Southern end, not far from 
Chenery Street.  Although there will always be more 

to do, the construction of the path will bring this 
project closer to completion, make the reserve 

much more user friendly and will help develop 
this area into another very special attraction for 

Jamieson. 

Have you seen the little red Jamieson 
Community Maintenance & Equipment Trailer 

getting around town yet? This initiative of mine is very 
close to my heart as it is the result of a combined effort 
by many groups within our community.  The story goes 

something like this.  

The JCG volunteers maintain many 
reserves, parks, gardens and 
buildings around town, we hold 
regular working bees to complete 
projects and beautification works 
and of course we have our weekly 
Community Tuesdays (unique to 
Jamieson) when the broader 
community gets out and does a little 

extra work around town and/or helps others.  

There was a need to store and transport the 
community-owned tools and equipment, as well as 
minimising duplication of equipment and cost across 
different community groups.  We also needed 
refreshments like water, tea and coffee, first aid kit and 
fuel readily available on site for our volunteers.  

Following meetings with members of the various 
groups that carry out maintenance work, an agreement 
was reached. The Jamieson CFA provided a trailer it no 
longer used, The Historical Society, Community Group 
and Fire Brigade pooled their gardening equipment and 
placed it on the trailer which will be centrally located 
for each of the groups to use as required. Thus, the 
Community Maintenance Trailer was born. 

But wait there’s more.  As you know, the Lakeside 
Fishing Club regularly donates to community projects.   
But to avoid gardening and working bees (they’d rather 
go fishing), they offered to pay for the signwriting of 
the trailer.  Offer gratefully accepted. 

This combined effort of the groups involved really 
encapsulates the true meaning of our slogan “Working 
together for an even better community”        

Be happy, enjoy the holiday period, smile and make 
welcome our visitors.  Remember, they are only here 
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for 3 or 4 weeks; we choose to live in paradise for 12 
months of the year (Ed:  well, apart from the 1-2 
months up North in the Aussie Swag). 

In closing I wish you all a very happy and safe Christmas 
and New Year. 

 

Working together for an even better community 

Chris Badrock 

President, Jamieson Community Group 

jamocommunity@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WINTER BALL 

Seems like a while ago now, but during those cold dark 
days of August, the residents of Jamieson came 
together as usual to celebrate.   

Clearly, the winter weather had little effect on the 
community spirit. 
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HIGH COUNTRY ROD MUSTER  

10th YEAR   

The 10th High Country Rod Muster was always going to 
be a highlight of 2016, but La Nina was trying her 

darndest to discourage 
us by sending rain, 
floods and storms our 
way.  As it turned out, 
the Saturday was 
almost as good a day as 
the beautiful Spring 
days for the previous 
nine High Country Rod 
Musters. 

As a result, the sounds, 
the colour and the 

music were as fantastic as ever, always with a few extra 
twists such as the blacksmith exhibitions at the back of 
the Museum.  I 
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JAMIESON & DISTRICT HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY  

J&DHS has now re-
opened, Cup Weekend 
till Easter as usual.  
During the winter, our 
volunteer members 
have finished the front 
fence repairs and installed 
some new indoor displays, and of course the Lauriston 
girls helped out with some gardening and cleaning – 
thanks girls. 

Even though we are officially closed during the winter, 
we do occasionally get requests to open from 
interested visitors.  In early September we had a visit 
from Michael & Brigitte Cheney – all the way from 
New Zealand!  Michael, a descendant of the Brosnan 
and Barnett families, came armed with photos and 
documents and tons of enthusiasm!  Some of our 
member volunteers spent the day with Michael and 
Brigitte, showing them the files on the two families, 
going through many photographs, and taking them on 
a tour of the Brosnan Track and surrounding areas.  
Michael & Brigitte were thrilled and loved Jamieson so 
much they are promising to return for our next 
Autumn Festival!  Thanks so much to those volunteers 
who gave their time to Michael & Brigitte – it is greatly 
appreciated! 

Similarly, our Treasurer chatted with a visitor while 
both were coincidentally at the Police Paddock.  They 
quickly established that the visitor was new to 
Jamieson, but was now the owner of a bush block next 
to the Treasurer through a very convoluted sequence 
of inheritance and gifting between 1860 and today. 

So both retreated to the Museum to pour over old 
files.  The Museum was able to update many of its 
files, and the visitor got further details on the life of 
the original owner.  He headed off to the cemetery 
armed with a map and grave numbers. 

These incidents make the volunteering so worthwhile 
and satisfying.  

Contact: Marion 5777 0569, Karen 5777 0705, or 
Museum 5777 0690.  

  

CRAFT GROUP 

 

 

 

Winter work for Guardian Angel is all done and 
delivered.   Also some mittens and Activity Cushions 
for the Nursing home were made.   That was followed 
by another successful Craft Market on the Sunday of 
Melbourne Cup 
Weekend in the 
Memorial Hall.    

Visitors grabbed a 
sausage sandwich 
on the way into 
the hall, and 
sometimes 
another on the 
way out! 

REQUEST: We are looking for an enthusiastic person 
to pick up the baton for organising and promoting the 
Craft Markets.  If you have an interested and would 
like to help, please contact Jude.    

We will be having a break over Christmas but will 
return early February so call in for a chat and a cups - 
all welcome.   

Contact:   Jude Ridley on 5777 0655 

 

SITREP FROM THE 

FIRESHED 
It has been a slow start to summer 
with cooler temperatures good 
regular rainfall keeping Jamieson 
and its surrounding lush and green.  This could lure us 
into a false sense of security, but remember that the 
rainfall has created an increased fuel load (in 
grasslands and forest undergrowth) which only needs 
a few warm, windy days to dry out.  

Fire Restrictions came into force on the 12th 
December, a little later than usual.  This allowed 
burning off right up till a couple of weeks before 
Christmas.  If you had a late burn, especially in or 
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around tree stumps, logs or forest, it is your 
responsibility to make sure it is completely 
extinguished.  Fire can smoulder in stumps and roots 
for weeks or even months before re-igniting with 
flame.  This type of ignition has caused fires on several 
occasions already this season in Victoria. 

Over winter and spring, the local Brigade has been in 
training and preparation.  Congratulations to our new 
members Brett Kay, Phil Henderson and Shane 
Godfrey who successfully completed minimum skills 
training, to Peter Horan and Freddie Leong for gaining 
the truck licences (and are now CFA and Brigade 
endorsed).  Craig Eury and Peter Horan completed a 
Driving under Operational Conditions course (Ed: 
driving with lights with sirens!).  Craig Eury and I have 
completed 2 sessions on the application and safe 
handling of Class A foam.  

The Captain and Crew 
Leaders attended a Pre-
Fire season briefing in 
Mansfield and a Tanker 
Crew attended the 
Group exercise at Lake 
Nillahcootie.  Most 
operational members 
have now completed 
pre-season training and 
mandatory crew 
protection and burn-
over drill.  

Our local Brigade has the support of neighbouring 
Brigades, of the Mansfield Group, of aircraft from 
Mansfield and of CFA resources across Victoria.   

The Jamieson Brigade members have put in the time 
and effort to be as well prepared as we can, but 
remember the safety of you and your family is your 
responsibility.  During the summer and especially 
during higher fire danger periods, be aware of daily 
conditions, know your environment, know the Fire 
Danger Rating and check weather forecast daily.  Have 
a bushfire survival plan and act early.  On Extreme and 
Code Red days the safest option is to leave early;  if 
you can see fire, it is too late to leave. 

All the best for Christmas and the New Year, enjoy 
your holidays and festive season, keep cool but most 
of all Keep Safe   

Chris Badrock, Captain, Jamieson Fire Brigade. 

Meetings: 8pm, CFA Station, 2nd Wed 

Contact:  Peter Horan,  5777 0705 

 

ALPINE COUNTRY 

CAR CLUB  

The Mansfield Show was a very 
good day with lots of cars coming 
along and making a great 
presentation. Much interest was shown by the passing 
crowd at our very colourful display. 

The ACCG Christmas Party at Mingo's was a great 
success. The meal prepared by Mingo and his staff was 
just beautiful. We had a great roll up of Members and 
Santa and his Elf dropped by to help with the Kris-
Kringle giving. Sorry that David and Shirley missed the 
day due to David's illness. Hope you are on the improve 
David. I dropped into Bindaree afterwards and gave 
Shirley a little Kris Kringle gift as she had been looking 
forward to joining in the party. 

Contact:   Noel & Jenny McLaughlin on 5776 2257 
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TIPS FROM THE 

LONG ARM 

It’s that time of year again, 
when our community swells 
to huge numbers with the 
influx of summer holiday 
visitors.  Of most concern around 
Jamieson will be will be safety on the roads and on the 
rivers as well as over-enthusiast celebrations. 

But for this holiday period, we have a special concern 
for safety on the road, especially between Macs Cove 
and the A1 mine near Gaffneys Creek. 

If you have a UHF radio, tune it to 
Ch 40.  The ore trucks use Ch 40 
and regularly mention their 
locations. Feel free to 
announce 
location/direction to 
prompt a location 
response from the trucks. 

Keep safe.  

 

SCHOOL NEWS (PS814) 

Japanese Speech Contest 

At the end of Term 3, Jamieson Primary school 
participated in the North Eastern Region Japanese 
Language Speech contest held at Yarrunga Primary 
school in Wangaratta.  We had a record nine students 
competing this year - over half the student population! 
The year six contenders were Mitchell Russell as an 
Individual, Matilda Kerr and Bella-Cervi Bolwell taking 
out first prize in the Grade 6 pairs.  However, they were 
challenged by Breanna and Jeremy Hall in the same 
category. Quinn Russell and Jessica Nelson also 

presented solo performances. Our younger students 
were Lily Burrows and Abi Heron, who gave a great 
performance in the Grade 2 pairs.  Every child put in 
their best effort and they should be very proud of their 
skills and willingness to participate in a high standard 
competition. 

Skiing 

The weather was very much against us this year, with 
several cancellations. This meant that we only 
managed three days of skiing.  For young Georgia and 
Jessie, it was a first time experience and their 
improvement over those three visits was significant. 
Hopefully we can build on their skills and get a good 
season in 2017. 

Wine & Cheese 

A significant night - celebrating the 35th running of the 
event.  It was a real pleasure to have the founders, 

Russell & Jacqui Bate in attendance. 

Our feature wine regions for 2016 were the SA 
Limestone Coast and Coonawarra.  We were delighted 
to have Ros Ritchie, David Mimms and Social Bandit 
representing the Mansfield Wines and Beers. The 
Auction of course was the highlight of the night, with 
Russ Bate ably assisted by Ken Hopkinson.  Our usual 
auctioneer, Andrew Dwyer, was recovering from 
surgery and unable to attend.  

Many rare and unusual bottles of wine were snapped 
up; so too the beautiful tree ‘Royal Raindrops’ Crab 
apple from Howqua river Trees and a large painting by 
local artist Julie Guppy. The cheeses were superb, all 
thanks to our generous sponsor - Ian & Fiona Robertson 
of Meribel Fine Foods. 

 

 
 
 

If you need a police presence, 
call           will automa cal 
ly contact the nearest  olice, 
which could be  aul, the area 
 ergeant, or a patrol car that 
happens to be near the area     

If you need something administra  e, lea e a message 
and  aul will call you bac    
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Japan Tour  
(Ed: at time of printing, the group had returned from 
Japan ... full report in next edition) 
All is in hand for our upcoming school trip to Japan. 
Seven Jamieson students, with Kylie Russell as parent 
and Genevieve Bolwell as SC President and School 
Principal, will join seven students and five adults from 
Darnum Primary School. We will stay mostly in 
Kitakyushu, visiting schools, hot springs, shrines, 
museums & temples and general sight-seeing.  During 
the first week, we will be in homestay accommodation, 
then travel to Kokura and all stay in a hostel. The 
highlight of the trip will be seeing some of our past 
Japanese Language Assistants - Keita Yoshida (2009) 

Misato Horie (2010), Saki Uchida (2011), Yoshino 
Na ashima (2 12), as well as last year’s JLA Tai i 
Shiraishi. I have even been in touch with Mie Tanaka 
who stayed with us in 1999. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Horse Riding 

After a postponement due to bad weather, we went 
horse-riding in at the end of Term Three.  All of the 
students enjoyed the experience immensely; learning 
how to groom, lead, saddle, mount and direct their 
horse around the enclosure.  Thank you to Bruce & Deb 
McCormack of Merrijig. 
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GALLERY 

ON NASH 

Gallery on Nash has 
had a relatively quiet 
winter, but we kept 
our doors open none 
the less.  And those 
people who ventured 
out on those cold, blustery days were pleasantly 
surprised to find our little gallery/nursery open with a 
friendly face inside! 

In late August Gallery on Nash hosted a Garden Design 
workshop.  This was run by professional horticulturist, 
Meg Geary, and was held in the Jamieson Memorial 
Hall.  Some twenty people from Jamieson and 
Mansfield areas attended, and based on the feedback 
we received, everyone enjoyed the day immensely 
and went away with grand ideas for their own 
gardens. 

A little later, Julie Guppy won Best Local Artist at the 
Benalla Art Show - we're all very proud of Julie.   

Our little gallery is so vibrant with the spectacular art, 
the crafts, the produce and the fine foods.  Oh, and gift 
vouchers for your Christmas shopping! 

 

 

 

THE MAKING OF A CHEESE 

CUTTER 

While on the topic of spectacular art and 
craftsmanship, here’s a photo log of how to ma e a 
cheese cutter.   BTW, this was whipped up (or should I 
say bashed up) as a last minute auction idea in the 
hours before the Wine ‘n Cheese Night   It fetched a 
fine price (Ed:  don’t I know!) with the proceeds going 
to the Primary School.  

 

 

 

Jamieson Community Group 
2016/2017 Committee 

President                                         Chris Badrock                                                                 
Vice President                                 Freddie Leong                                                        
Secretary                                         Anne Maree Vague                        
Treasurer                                         Tracey Gravenall                                                   
Ordinary Exec. Member                Pam Stacey                                                            
Ordinary Exec. Member              Ken Hopkinson                                          
Grants Officer                                   Genevieve Bolwell                                         
Island Projects Officer                 Freddie Leong                                          
Rec Reserve Project Officer            Chris Badrock                                             
Police Paddock Proj Coord.                 Tracey Gravenall 
Promotions Officer                         Mandy Riedel                                            
Membership Officer              Kerry Heppel 
 
Email:  jamocommunity@gmail.com 
Website: www.jamieson.org.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/jamiesoncommunity 

mailto:jamocommunity@gmail.com
http://www.jamieson.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/jamiesoncommunity

