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JAMIESON COMMUNITY 

GROUP 

President’s Report 

It seems such a long time since our last 
edition of The Jamieson News.  We are 
a little later than usual; our excuse is that we 
have been very busy over the Christmas period, 
especially our editor Peter Horan who, amongst other 
things, has put in many hours working on a proposed 
major community project that is covered elsewhere 
in this issue under the heading Small Towns 
Transformation. I hope you all had a great Christmas 
and New Year break with your family and friends.  
Although the water level was down on Lake Eildon, 
there were plenty of happy faces around Jamieson 
over the holiday season enjoying all we have to offer, 
including our beautiful River Reserves. 

Since our last edition, we have hosted some great 
events including the Targa High Country which for the 
first time included a compulsory stop and drive 
through town. Judging by the positive feedback I 
think the idea of 
bringing the cars into 
town (with very little 
disruption to the 
public) was well 
accepted by the 
community and 
hopefully something 
we can build on in the 
future.  In October, we 
hosted the launch of 
the Northern end of 
the Aberfeldy Track; 
again, this event is covered 
in more detail elsewhere in this edition. 

On the 10th November, the JCG held its AGM and 
office bearers’ election with the 2015 committee 
members re-elected for 2016 with the exception of 
Keith Chudleigh who stood down from the position 
project officer for The Island.  Keith was replaced by 
Freddie Leong who has taken to the job with great 
enthusiasm. Thanks Freddie. On behalf of the 
community I thank Keith for his dedication and effort 
maintaining the Island to a very high standard. Keith 
preferred to work alone and toiled away for many 

hours each week for over 10 years on his adopted 
piece of Jamieson until he found the going too much 
for one person. Keith, your effort has not gone un-

noticed and is very much appreciated by all who 
use or have properties that look onto the Island. 

After a very hot and blustery December day, the 
wind dropped at 4:00PM creating perfect 

conditions for our annual community 
Christmas get together. About 40 people 
representing most of our community groups 

relaxed and enjoyed the perfect conditions by the 
river with some not leaving till well after dark.  

Australia day was another great success with well 
over 100 people enjoying the perfect weather 
conditions on the River Reserve near Brewery Hole. 

The Australian flag was raised by Jess 
Bolwell, Jamieson Fire Brigade’s 
newest recruit firefighter, assisted by 
Janene Ridley, the Brigade’s first 
female lieutenant (Crew Leader). 
Following the formalities and some 
great entertainment, it was good to see 
people staying around for a chat over a 
sausage sizzle provided by our local Fire 
Brigade members.  

Congratulations to the organisers of the 
Ten Mile to Kevington Regatta held on the Sunday of 
the Australia Day weekend. This year’s event was a 
huge success with many people along the river 
watching the competitors make their way down 
stream to the Kevington Pub where a large crowd had 
gathered to greet them as they crossed the finish line.  
Another great attraction for our area, well done 
Kevy!!!!!!! 

Our Community Tuesday program is working really 
well, with many well-attended working bees.  Over 
the last couple of months, we have improved and 
done maintenance work at Matthews Reserve, 
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Gerrans Reserve and The Island as well as other jobs 
around town. It’s great to see individuals not 
necessarily involved with organised working bees 
getting out and doing stuff, like cutting grass along 
nature-strips and public spaces, weeding gardens and 
watering trees and grass in our parks and reserves all 
in the interest of further beautifying our unique little 
town. 

While on the subject of Reserves, it gives me great 
pleasure to report that the major upgrade to Gerrans 
Reserve and the War Memorial is almost complete, 
the magnificent natural stone path is finished, the 
grassed area has been top dressed and seeded, the 
gardens have been rejuvenated with many new 
plants and a water supply has been connected. All we 
have to do now is affix the bronze plaques to the 
Memorial Stone. If you have an interest in the names 
of those from the area that served in the armed 
forces to be listed on the plaques, please contact 
Genevieve Bolwell ASAP. The list has been 
distributed and on public display for some time and 
we need to place the order very soon.  

jamocommunity@gmail.com 

Working together for an even better community 

Chris Badrock 

President, Jamieson Community Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Jamieson Community Group 

... what is it?    … who are they? 

The JCG is an organised group of volunteers who 
work in the interest of Jamieson and its 
community.  The group aims to restore, maintain 
and improve facilities, including: 

 Jamieson Community Memorial Hall  

 Jamieson Tennis Court 

 Jamieson Recreation Reserve 

 Jamieson Island Reserve  

 Gerrans Reserve 

 Jamieson Green Waste 
 

… and, of course, to produce this newsletter.   

 
 

Jamieson Community Group 
2014/2015 Committee 

President                                         Chris Badrock                                                                 
Vice President                                 Freddie Leong                                                        
Secretary                                         Anne Maree Vague                        
Treasurer                                         Tracey Gravenall                                                   
Ordinary Exec. Member                Pam Stacey                                                            
Ordinary Exec. Member              Ken Hopkinson                                          
Grants Officer                                   Genevieve Bolwell                                         
Island Projects Officer                 Freddie Leong                                          
Rec Reserve Project Officer            Chris Badrock                                             
Police Paddock Proj Coord.                Tracey Gravenall 
 
Email:  jamocommunity@gmail.com 
Website: www.jamieson.org.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/jamiesoncommunity 

mailto:jamocommunity@gmail.com
mailto:jamocommunity@gmail.com
http://www.jamieson.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/jamiesoncommunity
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SMALL TOWNS 

TRANSFORMATION 

The Jamieson Community Group has long maintained 
a wish list of projects, for which it constantly monitors 
available grants and potential funding opportunities.   
A bridge from the Lane (soon to be known officially as 
Bevans Lane) to The Island has been on that list, but 
was always beyond the scope of available grants.    

The Island is a very special place in Jamieson, but it is 
also under-utilised, partly because it requires walking 
slightly out of town, over Foots bridge, to gain access.  
The current suggestion for a submission to the 
Regional Arts Victoria is to bring The Island into the 
town by installing a pedestrian bridge and to 
undertake a low key enhancement of The Island itself.   

The proposed pedestrian bridge will connect the 
centre of Jamieson (Perkins Street) to The Island via 

Bevans Lane.  The bridge would be an art work itself, 
be only for pedestrian use, and would lead to an Art 
Precinct on The Island containing a range of artistic 
forms (stone, wood, metal, paint) which would reflect 
Jamieson and its rich history.   The references might 
include the history of gold mining, the confluence of 
the rivers, the hills, the significant trees, etc. The area 
on The Island would provide an opportunity for art 
and creative workshops in the future as well as a 
venue for personal events, eg. weddings.   

Few people outside Jamieson, and not everybody in 
Jamieson, are aware that a Tramway was surveyed in 
1865 to make it easier to move goods in, and gold out, 
during the gold rush days.   The proposal involved 99 

bridges, several tunnels, 200 horses, steam winches 
for the steep sections.   

The starting point for the Tramway was to be on The 
Island, of course.  A major highlight of our art precinct 
would include references to the original tramway 
terminus in an artistic form.  Nothing substantial, 
instead a low-impact artistic impression. 

 

NCRAFT GROUP 

We ended 2015 
with Christmas 
Lunch at Mingo’s 
at the Junction.  A 
lovely meal and a 
visit from Father 
Christmas in the 
form of Mingo 
himself.  Thanks 

Mingo.  We caught you on the hop but you put on 
your performance beautifully. 

We start back in February and expect to catch 
up with a couple of our ladies whose health has 
not been 100%.   

We meet each Wednesday from 10.00-
12.30PM in the Jamieson Hall.  Please call in for 
a chat and, maybe, a cuppa!  

Contact:   Jude Ridley on 5777 0655 
 

 

SITREP from the 

FIRESHED 

It was great to see good rainfall during the month of 
January.  But this is not the time to be complacent, no 
matter how wet or cool it gets. Remember that fire 
restrictions are still in force, so don’t be tempted to 
do anything that could compromise the safety of 
yourself or the community.  

With the possibility of more hot weather to come, our 
local Brigade remains on a high readiness level and 
we continue to maintain and improve our skills and 
procedures.  In relation to training in a more formal 
sense, Janene Ridley successfully completed a 4-day 
crew leader’s course in Wangaratta recently and Jess 
Bolwell put in a full weekend at Tolmie to complete 
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her minimum skills training.  Congratulations ladies 
and well done; you both do our Brigade proud.  

The Jamieson Brigade continues to attract new (and 
younger) members; we welcome Jess Bolwell, Brett 
Kay and Phil Henderson.  

Thanks to all of you who 
support our many sausage 
sizzles and other fund 
raising efforts.  One result 
was the badly-needed 
remote controlled roller 
door on the smaller shed.  
Not just more secure, but 
has resulted in quicker 
response time.  

Two Brigade-owned vehicles are 
nearing their use-by date. The Brigade will be 
investigating options for suitable 
replacements, so fundraising remains an 
important factor in our forward planning.  
We look forward to your continued support. 

Keep safe and enjoy what’s left of our 
summer. 

Chris Badrock, Captain & Community Safety 
Coordinator, Jamieson Fire Brigade 

Contact:  Secretary, Peter Horan,  0451 
113717 

Meetings: 2nd Wed at Fire Station @ 7:00PM 
(6:30PM in winter) 

 

JAMIESON TENNIS CLUB 

We are a great little club and are 

looking for new people, interested 

in social tennis.  

Contact David Lean 5777 0883 

 

JAMIESON & DISTRICT 

HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 

The 2014/2015 
Jamieson & 

District 
Historical 

Society has had a rather busy Spring/Summer so 
far!  We held our Open Day/Afternoon Tea on a 
sunny Saturday in October.  This was well 
attended and everyone enjoyed the yummy 
comestibles prepared by our members and 

volunteers.   

Soon after our Open Day, the Historical Society played 
host to the 

launch of the 
Aberfeldy 

Track 
extension.  

The launch 
was arranged 
by the people 
at DELWP, 
and the work 

was 
spearheaded 

by Rudi Paoletti.  
There are now many informative signs all along the 
track from Jamieson to Aberfeldy, telling of hidden 
graves, stories of gold findings and colourful 
personalities of the 1860’s!  Our very own Peter 
Horan (Treasurer) was involved by way of providing 
historical information for some of the signs – great 
job! 

Our Heritage Signs, that are scattered around the 
town, have all been updated and installed so now 
they are more legible and look great!  

We have included a few new displays inside the 
museum, and have a special room set aside purely for 
all of the school items and photos.  We also have, on 
loan from Mansfield RSL, an informative display on 
soldiers from the Mansfield area who fought in WW1.  
Come along and have a look – it’s a very interesting 
display! 

Rudi Paoletti on verandah of Museum 
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And lastly, Jamieson & District Historical Society 
would like to warmly welcome Gallery On Nash, 
formerly known as Jamieson Arts and Gardens.  This 
group has added so much colour and activity to our 
end of Perkins Street that you cannot help but come 
in and have a look.  That means more people coming 
into our little museum! 

Contact: Marion 5777 0569, Karen (museum) 5777 0690 

PO Box 26, Jamieson, VIC 3723  

Phone:   03 5777 0690    Email:    jdhs@mansfield.net.au 
Meetings at Courthouse 3rd Tuesday at 5:00PM   

 

GALLERY 

On NASH  

Gallery On Nash 
(formerly Jamieson 
Arts and Gardens) 
has now set up 
home in the 
beautiful Old 
Courthouse building and 
grounds.  Sharing this space with the Jamieson & 
District Historical Society has made the move all the 
more successful and the synergies of the two 
volunteer run groups work very well together! 

We had our official opening at our new premises at 
the end of November and this was very well attended 
by visitors and locals, with paintings, pottery, plants 
and produce walking out the door! 

Very soon, we will have a whole new range of plants 
for the coming autumn season.  And, speaking of 
Autumn, we are preparing a special opening for 

Jamieson’s 
own 

Autumn 
Festival. 

If you 

haven’t 

been in to 

see us in 

our new 

home, 

come by and have a look.  We think you’ll be as 

thrilled as we are! 

ALPINE COUNTRY CAR CLUB 

JAMIESON 

 

2015 was a good year, all aboard 
for 2016.   

Some of the highlights for 2015 
included our Easter “Show ‘n 
Shine” at Jamieson (with donations for the Mansfield 

Hospital), the display at the Autumn Festival and 
the Club’s Birthday 
Party.   

There was a good 
turnout for the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Party, even if the dress standard was a little 
strange.  Noel and Jenny McLaughlin did a sterling job 
again as hosts.  

Upcoming events include: 

Sun 13th March: Vintage Machinery Rally Mansfield 
(lots of interesting old engines, farm 
equipment, cars, trucks vintage 
movies etc). 

Sat 26th March: Easter Show ‘n Shine and tin rattle for 
Mansfield Hospital at corner Perkins 
and Grey Streets in Jamieson. 

Fri 27th May: RACV/Benalla Tour (non-competitive 
car tour of some 130 interesting 
vehicles).  Includes morning tea and 
lunch; finishes at Winton Raceway. 

The club is for all, as much a social club as a Car Club, 
meaning that you don’t have to have a classic car.  

Barrie Anstee                  Peter Murphy 

mailto:jdhs@mansfield.net.au
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We try for at least one run a month to somewhere of 
interest to all. 

The first meeting of the year will be on Wed 3rd 
February 2016 at the Courthouse Hotel Jamieson.  
Meal as usual at 6:30PM followed by meeting.  
Future meetings as announced but are typically on 
1st Wednesday.  Come along and see what you have 
been missing! 

Contact:   Noel & Jenny McLaughlin on 5776 2257 

 

LAKESIDE 

FISHING CLUB  

 

Our club consists of about 
85 members and we conduct several local and inter-
club events, with some great prizes up for grabs.  
Memberships are available for families ($60) and 
individuals ($40).  Enquire at the Courthouse Hotel 
Jamieson where we run a raffle every Thursday 
night starting at 6:00 PM.  SEE YOU THERE! 

 

For further information, contact:   
Kim & Dave Munn on 0400 642 682 

 

SCHOOL NEWS (PS814) 

 
150th Anniversary 

Best laid plans and all that! Despite torrential rains, 
we welcomed nearly 200 visitors who came to join in 
the celebrations of our school’s 150th Anniversary. 

Shire Councillor Russell Bate made a speech and 
presented the current 

students with a 
certificate.  Merv 
and Val Wheeler 
planted a Crab 
Apple tree in the 
school grounds. 
Past student Mary 
Sutcliffe (Sherlock) 
represented the 
spirit of students 
past whilst Prep 

student Abigail Heron joined hands with her to cut 
the large cake.  

A large display of photos and memorabilia was set up 
inside, while photographer Billie May Leatham was 
able to capture formal group photos. These are 
available for viewing /purchase. 

Sadly, the heavy rain meant that the afternoon of 
games did not go ahead, but the Evening Ball was 
great fun. 

 

School Concert  

Our end-of-year celebrations and concert went 
smoothly. A feature of the night was the Japanese 
‘Ninja’ dance.   

 

Remembrance Day 

2015 was the first time that a Remembrance Day 
ceremony was held in Jamieson.  The newly 

completed Matthews 
Reserve Memorial 
was the perfect 
location. Over 50 
people gathered at 
11AM to join in the 
service hosted by 
the students of 
Jamieson Primary 
School and 

officiated by Tony 
Dennis.   

The acoustics are excellent and we hope to have a 
flagpole and seating installed for the 2016 ceremony.  
The students passed around a hat to collect donations 
for the Villers de 
Brettoneux 
school 
rebuilding 
project - over 
$130 was 
given.  Thank 
you to all who 
attended and 
participated.  
A truly moving 
ceremony. 

Winning $1,000 on Cup Weekend Fun Run 
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Bus project 

We are mounting a campaign to seek sponsors who 
would be willing to contribute to our school’s Bus 
Fund. One very generous local has donated $5000! 
This means we are well on the way to our base 
funding of $11,000 to purchase a 21-seater Coaster 
bus.   

Of course, if we raise more than $11,000, we can look 
at a newer bus in better condition! The list of benefits 
to our school and the broader community is quite a 
long one and it would be a win/win situation for all 
concerned.  If you’d like to know more and/or provide 
some much-needed funds to help us reach our goal, 
please contact the school on 03 5777 0535 or 
Genevieve on 0429 770 604. 

 

ANGLICAN 

150th 

On 6th December, St Peters 
Anglican Church celebrated 
150 years of continual 
worship. The service was 
conducted by the Very Reverend Ken Goodger 
assisted by our own Reverend Eden-Elizabeth 
Nicholls. A highlight of the service was the unveiling 
of a tapestry/embroidered rose window, designed 
and produced by the very talented Jude Ridley 
assisted by Jeanette Grey.   

A number of the Mansfield Anglican congregation and 
the Jamieson Catholic congregation attended the 
celebration service and everybody then joined 
together in a lunch under the oak trees. 

Not only was the day a 150th celebration, but it was 
also an opportunity to show off the restoration work 
which has been going on for the past 18 months. The 
building restoration is now almost complete with only 
the re-pointing and replacement of the crumbling 
bricks still to be undertaken at a cost of $4,250 which 
the parish is hoping to raise over the next 6 months.   

Once this has been finished, we all feel very confident 
that this 
beautiful 
building, 
which has 
become an 
icon in 
Jamieson, 
will survive 
a further 
150 years. 
The cost of 
restoration 
up to date has been about $26,000 and as the 
Anglican congregation is a very small group of hard 
working people, any help from members of the 
Jamieson community to raise the final sum of money 
would be much appreciated.  

Diana Kilford 

 

PREMIERSHIP 

PLAYERS EVENING  

 

The AFL Premiership Players Club 
is bringing AFL to Mansfield and Jamieson over 
Labour Day weekend (11-12th March).  Brian Dixon, 
President of AFL PPC has arranged for a shindig in 
Mansfield on the Friday night, a game between the 
Mansfield Eagles and the Wangaratta Rovers on the 
Saturday, and a shindig in the Courthouse Hotel in 
Jamieson on the Saturday night. 

AFL premiership players such as Barry Davis 
(Essendon and North Melbourne), Hugh Mitchell 
(Essendon), John Birt (Essendon), Brian Beers 
(Collingwood) and Brian himself (Melbourne), as well 
as Fay Spencer (widow of Stuart Spencer of 
Melbourne) and all members of the AFL PPC Board 
will be the Courthouse Hotel. 

The talk and the animated Q&A between the players 
and the patrons should be good fun for all those footy 
fans out there.  Between questions, Denis Tucker will 
squeeze a few sets.  No cover charge; drinks and food 
at normal rates. 

Blessing of the Rose Window Tapestry 
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4WD TV DOES 

JAMIESON  

4WD TV came to Jamieson in 
November, spending a morning 
traipsing through the scrub somewhere 
off the Licola Road in search of the old 
Mercury Mine.   Allan Blackledge led 
the troupe to the old mine and Alan 
Johnson of 4WD TV was visibly excited because he 
had tried unsuccessfully, for 20 years, to find the 
disused mine. 

After the mercury mine, lunch was at the Courthouse 
Hotel, and then the crew visited the Jamieson 
Museum for a brief tour hosted by Peter Horan 
(subtitles were promised). 

In the afternoon, the crew went to Scots Mist on the 
Goulburn where Richard Stock and Wendy Blackledge 
has set up a demonstration of old-style sluicing for 
gold in the river.  Richard gave up his Melbourne job 
a few decades ago to become a full time gold miner.  
It was great to get all of the TV crew, as well as the 
hangers on, to roll up their trouser legs and get into 
the river.  What a classic!! 

Broadcast date to be advised 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
The Jamieson News needs your help! 

The Jamieson News is published quarterly by volunteers who happily put in many hours to produce this 

informative community newsletter.  The feedback is wonderful, but there is pressure to keep producing printed 
copies.  To offset the print cost, we are looking for sponsors.  For a small annual fee, you could promote your 
business AND help to keep paper copies of a much appreciated publication. 

For enquiries and/or offers of support, please contact Tracey Gravenall 03 5777 0567 or Peter Horan 03 5777 0705. 

 

TV Crew roll up their trouser legs 


