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JAMIESON COMMUNITY GROUP 

President’s Report 

After a long, dry and relatively warm 
summer, our autumn and winter seasons 
arrived all rolled into one.  While we 
welcomed the rain, I’m grateful to be still 
enjoying some beautiful clear autumn days.  

Excitement was abuzz in March with the completion 
of the Matthews Reserve Walking Track. This project 
has taken many hours of volunteer effort over quite a 
few years, especially the recent clearing, levelling, 
moving, raking and grading of 120 tonnes of chert.  A 
huge thank you to the many Jamieson community 
volunteers and to Lauriston Girls School.   

Already, many walkers are enjoying the path from 
Willow Bend Farm (on the right, coming into 
Jamieson), through bushland, along the Avenue of 
Honour, leading into Jamieson where Chenery St 
meets the Mansfield-Woods Point Rd.  In time, it is 
hoped that it will extended to Gooleys Bridge and 
onto Waterson Rd/Duncans Estate.   

Jamieson has been busy with many holiday makers, 
four wheel drivers, bike enthusiasts and day trippers 
with many events running one after another.  

The Easter holidays witnessed an influx to the area 
with people camping up and down the Howqua, 
Jamieson and Goulburn Rivers—the beautiful autumn 
weather and warm water encouraging swimming, 
kayaking and fishing. 

The Annual Craft Market on Easter Sunday was well 
attended, complete with CFA Sausage Sizzle and Car 
Club Tin Rattle. Thanks once again to the dedicated 
organisers and volunteers.  Thank you also to Henry 
Knox (bless his soul) for the Wood Raffle.  

After all the hype of Easter, the Jamieson Community 
moved onto preparations for ANZAC Day Services. The 
Dawn Service and Veterans’ Parade were well 
attended and well organized—thanks to the Jamieson 
Anzac Day Committee.  

This year, the commemoration benefited from the 
newly installed underground power to Gerrans 
Reserve—thanks to donations from the 2017 
Jamieson High Country Rod Muster (put on by Sultans 
Hot Rod Club) and from the Autumn Festival 
blacksmiths.  Having safe, onsite power at Gerrans 
Reserve has long been a dream.  Thank you to all 
Jamiesonians who made this happen.  

Jamieson had picture perfect sunny weather for the 
5th Autumn Festival on Saturday  28th April. Our town 

was a hive of happy Jamieson volunteers with a 
myriad of visitors enjoying the festival.  Huge 
congratulations to the three blokes who put it 

together and to the army of locals who made it 
happen on the day. More later in this 
newsletter. 

The Active Jamieson initiative has taken off 
extremely well with the introduction of 

popular regular events including line dancing, table 
tennis, yoga and walking groups.  Jamieson is a very 
friendly and welcoming little town and it is great to 
see residents coming together to get fit, socialise and 
have fun.  

As well as the Easter Market mentioned above, the 
Craft Ladies also hosted a Biggest Morning Tea on 
24th May.  It was a huge success yet again—raising  
$789.85 toward Cancer Research.  

The Jamieson Social Committee is always busy 
planning events—such as the Community Volunteers 
Dinner in March, catered by Deb’s Cafe.  Next will be 
the Annual Spring Ball on Saturday 8th September, 
with the theme - “60’s & 70’s”.  Keep this night free.  

It was with heavy hearts that we said Vale to some 
treasured members of the Jamieson community– 
Bryce Airs, Judy Dennis and Henry Knox.  We 
remember them fondly and pass on our condolences 
to their family and friends. 

The Jamieson Community Group is delighted to 
welcome new members—it is most encouraging to 
see new faces attending Community Group meetings, 
(7:00PM on 1st Tuesdays except July and January).  All 
welcome to attend, listen, be heard, make 
suggestions and help to develop and implement our 
ambitious Wishlist! 

Annual membership fee is $10 for singles, $20 for 
couples and $25 for families.  Members will be 
reminded by email.  If you wish to join, please email 
jamomembers@gmail.com  or call 0425 567 771.  

Membership helps to plan, guide and implement 
community improvement projects.  It also keeps you 
informed on developments and part of “building an 
even better Jamieson community”.  

Other information is on Jamieson Community 
Facebook page and on the Jamieson website 
www.jamieson.org.au 

Working together for an even better community 

Ann-Maree Vague 

President, Jamieson Community Group 

mailto:jamocommunity@gmail.com
http://www.jamieson.org.au/


 

www.jamieson.org.au  2 

VALE - JUDY DENNIS 

Judy Dennis passed away on 7th April after 
a long struggle with illness.  Judy was an 
enthusiastic member of the Jamieson 
community and often seen at Car Club events in her 
beloved Mustang convertible. 

Our deepest sympathy to Tony. 

 

 VALE - HENRY KNOX 

Henry Knox passed away quite suddenly 
on 6th May 2018. 

Henry was the smiling, helpful bloke who always had 
a load of fire wood in his ute (and another in his 
trailer that he always donated for fund-raising raffles).  
Oh, and he was Mr Cow Poo Lotto. 

Our deepest sympathy to Henry’s widow Lorraine and 
to their children. 

 

ACTIVE JAMIESON ACTIVITIES 

Between the walking groups (Wed mornings), the 
table tennis (Wed evenings), the regular 
tennis (Wed mornings), the yoga classes 
(Monday mornings) and the line dancing 
(fortnightly), Jamieson is setting a high 
standard.   

And what an amazing 
record of support by 
locals. 

If you’d like further information, the 
best source is probably the Jamieson 
Community Facebook page. 

Or ask Donna Ridley when you’re in Deb’s Café. 

 

Watch this Space 
 
 

A new grant has come up and Tom from 
the caravan park has jumped on it ... 

He is looking at installing big mudstones in 
sections of the Jamieson river between the 
bridges to provide access and to impede 
the erosion. 

If successful, the not-inconsiderable cost 
will be borne by our lovely 
state  government. 

If you want to find out more, have a look at 

https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1ExMbSF0EHMJqfbeGLKyAPzkanHsuqTDj?usp=sharing      

or send Tom an email at  

tom.v.bennett@gmail.com 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ExMbSF0EHMJqfbeGLKyAPzkanHsuqTDj?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ExMbSF0EHMJqfbeGLKyAPzkanHsuqTDj?usp=sharing
mailto:tom.v.bennett@gmail.com
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5th JAMIESON AUTUMN FESTIVAL 

“A little bit bigger, a little bit better” 

In keeping with its goal, the Autumn Festival has 
grown a little and improved a little each year.  The 
incremental approach is designed to make the festival 
sustainable, given that it relies so heavily on 
volunteer performers and volunteer organisers. 

No surprise then that Year 5 delivered the best 
Autumn Festival yet.  It had more musical 
performers, more displays, more food AND not 
just the best weather but the best forecast in the 
days leading up to 28th April. 

To enable incremental improvement, we try to 
incorporate a number of changes each year, 
some to add a new feature, others to improve 
something that did not work as well as expected.  
For 2018, there were music stages at both ends 
of the closed street (outside the post office and 
on the riverbank), as well as in the middle of 
Perkins Street.  The gold nugget throw was behind the 
Catholic Church making it more visible and accessible 
from Perkins Street. 

The Festival had its own limited liquor licence so that 
a craft beer, a draft cider or a glass of Jamieson’s own 
Mt Terrible wines could be enjoyed (within the 
licenced area) while listening to the music at the 
Riverbank Marquee.  

The increase in kids activities might have been a little 
more than mere incremental :-) but was reported as a 
huge success by so many parents (I presume the kids 
enjoyed them also … Ed).  Oh, and the increase in 
cars on display might have been more than 
incremental also. 

One of the nicest comments was that there was so 
much to see on every side, so much music coming 
from every quarter, and so many types of food to 
munch on while strolling about.   

Maybe we’ll rename Perkins Street …  

        … to Diagon Alley. 

 

 

folders/1ExMbSF0EHMJqfbeGLKyAPzkanHsuqTDj?usp=sharing       

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ExMbSF0EHMJqfbeGLKyAPzkanHsuqTDj?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ExMbSF0EHMJqfbeGLKyAPzkanHsuqTDj?usp=sharing
mailto:tom.v.bennett@gmail.com
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CRAFT GROUP 

What a wonderful day we had on Saturday, 28th April.   
It was our Annual Autumn Festival and the most 
perfect day imaginable.    Blue sky, sunshine, happy 
smiling people and lots to see and do.    

There was  music, food and more music, vintage cars 
so bright and shiny you could see your reflection in 
them, bonnets up so all could see their beautiful 
engines beneath and upholstery to sink right into  

... and there were displays inside our Memorial Hall 
well worth a visit.   The Ladies Craft Group had some 
of their work on display and also a couple of members 
at their sewing machines making re-usable shopping 
bags which we sold as soon 
as they were produced.     

We also had a very 
successful Easter Market 
earlier in the month and 
were able to hand to the 
Community a nice little 
something to go towards 
one of the many projects 
on our Wish List.    

By the time you read this, 
we will have held our 
Annual “Biggest Morning 
Tea” in aid of Cancer 
Research.    Thanks to the 
generosity of the members 
of our community and 
those visiting, we have 
been able to help this Appeal each year for the past 
eighteen years.  So if you are in or around Jamieson 
on Thursday, 24th May from 10.00 am please join us 
for a cuppa, some cake and some very enjoyable 
music.     

Anyone interested in joining our Wednesday morning 
Craft Group, please do .......... or call in for a chat and a 
cuppa if you are passing.   All welcome.   

Contact:   Jude Ridley on 5777 0655 

 

SITREP FROM THE FIRESHED 
With the 2017/18 fire season now behind 
us, it is with much relief that I report that 

JAMIESON & 
DISTRICT 
HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY  

Autumn is gone; Winter is 
creeping in, so Jamieson 
museum is closed for the 
winter.  Of course, our 
band of happy volunteers will be working hard to 
maintain and update the museum – inside and out!  
Thanks to a generous donor, we now have another 
display cabinet— a tall one that makes its contents so 
much easier to admire.  We will be spending some of 
the winter setting this up for a new display from 
November 2018. 

Our season has been pretty busy with weekend 
visitors, tour groups and quite a few research 
requests.  However, the most exciting project since 
the start of the year was the reprint of Brian Lloyd’s 
Jamieson: Founders & Families. The tremendous 
response to our  pre-order offer made it feasible for 
the Society to finance the reprint.  The books will be 
available for purchase from the museum, the General 
Store as well as the Mansfield book shop by mid July.   

Our long time member, Yve Chalicki, celebrated her 
90th birthday in March.   A surprise birthday 
celebration, put on by The Jamieson Craft Ladies, was 
held in Deb’s Café. Congratulations Yve!! 

And, very sadly, the JDHS committee would like to 
note the passing of Judy Dennis in early April.  Our 
deepest sympathies go out to Tony and family. 

Museum Hours:  Sat/Sun from Cup Weekend till 
Easter, 11:00AM-3:00PM 

Contact: Marion 5777 0569, Karen 5777 0705, or 
Museum 5777 0690.  
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our Jamieson Brigade had a relatively quiet summer 
thanks to community awareness and weather 
conditions that produced less than the average 
number of severe and extreme fire danger days.  A 
disturbing aspect of this season is the fact that the 
Brigade responded to fires lit on Total Fire Ban days, 
burning off during the Fire Danger period and, in one 
case, a fire that was left totally unattended.  

These illegal fires not only create a potential danger 
to the community and tie up resources, but volunteer 
firefighters give up their valuable time, leaving their 
families and jobs to respond.   

Ignorance is no excuse for this type of irresponsible 
action.  Victoria is a high risk bush fire environment 
during the summer;  it is your responsibility to know 
the regulations of the area you live in or are visiting 
and, especially, to check if a Total Fire Ban has been 
declared before lighting a fire in the open. 

Now that the FDP has ended and you need to burn 
off, the CFA encourages you to register your burn by 
calling 1800 668 511.  Registering is simple; it’s not a 
permit and it costs you nothing.  CFA simply logs the 
address of the fire, the date, the light up time, and the 
duration of the burn.  This information will help to 
avoid unnecessary turn outs by local brigades. 

On behalf of the Brigade, I welcome our new 
members Steve Garito, Nick Berg and Nathan Parks 
who successfully completed basic minimum skills 
training and assessment, and Brad Leary who 
transferred from another brigade.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Brigade 
members for your commitment over the summer fire 
danger period, for your time at pre-fire season 
training, ongoing training and equipment 
maintenance and for the fact that you were available 

24 hours 7 days a 
week. Well done all, I 
know the broader 
community 
appreciates your time 
and effort. 

Finally, an end of 
season presentation 
dinner was held in 
the Hall on 2nd June.   

Of special note were the life membership awards 
presented to Max Berry, Scott McKenzie, Irene Poole 
and Greg Boulton. 

Chris Badrock, Captain, Jamieson Fire Brigade. 

Meetings: 8pm, CFA Station, 2nd Wed 

Contact:  Peter Horan,  5777 0705 

 

ALPINE COUNTRY CAR 

CLUB 

Although there were many great 
events during the summer and autumn (Easter Tin 
Rattle, Autumn Festival) and fun outings (Bimbi 
Museum, Tim Harris Collection, Swanpool Cinema), it 
also included the very sad passing of Judy Dennis. 

Our thoughts go to Tony. 

Contact:   Noel & Jenny McLaughlin 
on 5776 2257 

JAMIESON FARMERS & 

ARTISANS MARKET  

We are so lucky to live here in Jamieson!  There’s 
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always something going on to excite the senses, and 
the Jamieson Farmers & Artisans (JFAM) market is no 
exception.  This has been created to promote 
Jamieson’s ever growing artistic talents and, of 
course, the exceptional fresh produce grown and 
harvested right here in the Jamieson Valley. 

The aim was to have four twilight markets each year, 
in December, January, February and March.  The 
JFAM committee worked extremely hard to get this 
up and running, and were quite thrilled with the 
responses from stallholders, both local and from 
further away.  Unfortunately, the December market, 
being the first, had to be cancelled due to a major 
weather event.  This was a real blow to the JFAM 
committee as the December market was shaping up 
to be a real humdinger, with Christmas stories, 
Christmas songs and the lighting of the tree all 
planned. 

But, the January, February & March markets went 
ahead as planned and were a real success.   

We received lots of great feedback, most of it 
positive.  Taking the feedback into account, there will 
be some changes for the 2018/2019 season … stay 
tuned for further details 

For general and stallholder enquiries, look at our 
Facebook page or email jamfarm@outlook.com 

 

GALLERY ON 
NASH 

Gallery On Nash, Jamieson’s 
own gallery and nursery, has 
been operating for just over 
3 years!!  And it continues to 
draw much interest from 
visitors when they see the 
calibre of artworks on display.  We have some new 
items inside the gallery – hand made bags and quilting 
by Wendy Reilly and Rosemary Lloyd, as well as tubs 
of Howqua Honey.  Be sure to 
come in and check these out.  
There are always great gift ideas 
inside. 

Of course the nursery is always a 
big hit as it is constantly stocked 
with beautiful and unusual plants 
for your garden.  And, remember, 
they are chosen to suit our high 
country conditions so are frost 
and drought hardy. 

If there’s anything in particular 

you want, be sure to contact Di Kilford or Julie Guppy 
or just drop into us on any weekend between 10am & 
3pm to discuss!   

And Gallery on Nash now has a selection of beautiful 
trees courtesy of Jamieson Valley Nursery.   

 

TOUR OF A1 GOLD MINE 

In March, Peter Crooks of 
Centennial Mining Ltd held an 
information 
night for the 
Jamieson 
Community 
Group to explain 
its current and 
planned mining 
activities at 
A1.   Given the 
number of ore 
trucks traversing 
the Mansfield 
Woods Point Rd every day and the effect on the road 
surface, Steve McCallum, VicRoad’s Manager of 
Operations for NE Region, also attended to explain 
impending major 
road works.  

Over recent 
months, the road 
has been properly 
repaired such that 
it no longer 
resembles a 
chicane. New 
signage has also 
been put in place 
and residents are 

encouraged to call 
VicRoads on 131170 
to report their 
concerns about road conditions.  Steve explained that 
the volume of reports helps VicRoads to justify and 
direct extra money to roads of concern. People power 
gets action!  

The JCG was offered participation on a number of 
tours of the A1 Mine on Saturday mornings through 
the month of June. What an experience!  

After an uneventful trip to A1 Settlement (illustrating 
the big improvement in the road condition), we were 
welcomed by Claire Smithwick, Site Administrator. 
After donning gumboots, belts, safety hats and 
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glasses, we were driven down some 3 kms of winding 
tunnel to the large tunnel mine by Scott the 

Geologist.  

It was like going into 
Aladdin’s Cave of 
jewels seeing all the 
glistening rock and 
gold bearing quartz 
veins.  

We stopped and 
walked into small 
adits where miners 
were working. Along 
the way we were 
amazed at the 
number of machines 
and huge bogger 
trucks that travel up 
and down this mine 

drilling, scouring and taking out tonnes and tonnes of 
ore—each bogger can carry some 20 tonnes of 
crushed rock.  

At the face, we saw their huge, two-armed drilling 
machine “Jumbos” drilling holes, hammering in long 
metal pegs and placing steel mesh to shore up the 
roof and sides of the mine. Once the area is secure 
they are ready to blast away and extend the tunnel to 
new deposits.  “Jumbo” was like a machine out of 
Transformers!  

Scot, the geologist, was a great tour guide answering 
questions, identifying rock types, pointing out areas of 
possible deposit and allowing us to handle quartz rock 
containing chunks of gold deposits. (Scot did make 
sure we returned these precious specimens). 

Thanks to the Mine Manager, Peter Crooks, for  his 
efforts to maintain discussions with the local 
Jamieson, Kevington and Howqua Communities by 
these information sessions and tour invitations to 
their A1 Mine.  

 

SCHOOL NEWS 
(PS814) 

The New School Bus 

The first day of Term Two brought 
with it our new school bus!  

Thank you to all those that attended the special 
‘Welcome Ceremony’. We really appreciate the 
fundraising efforts of all those who have helped make 
this possible, and know that having access to our own 

school transport will be invaluable for our students. 

The Trivia Night  

What an amazing night!! Well done Mr Moyle!! 

On Friday the 20th April, the Primary School hosted its 
very first trivia night.  It was a close-scoring evening 
and the top three teams were separated by two 
points.  

And the other winner was the school—raising $835. 

Thank you to everyone for coming along and making 
the night a great success!! Special thank you to 
everyone who donated presents and food!  

Education week  

During May we had Education Week which focused on 
celebrating the arts.  

Students participated in a range of different art 
activities including taking creative photos, learning a 
special dance, having a paint-off, practising Origami 
and singing songs.  
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