
	  

	  
COURTHOUSE HOTEL HISTORY 
 
 
Built in pit-sawn timber, with a shingle roof, by J. Anstley for 
Messrs Kelson and Coker, it was opened for business in March 
1865 as the Court House Hotel. A few years later it was offered as 
first prize in an Art Union but insufficient tickets were sold. The 
hotel carried on until 1870 when it was sold to Messrs Dellar and 
Taylor.  
 
In 1872 Miss Madigan bought it and in 1873 sold it on to R. Dale. In 
1898, the wooden walls were replaced with locally made bricks. 
The adjacent store was then the Theatre Royal. Ten hotels, two 
breweries and many shanties catered to the Borough of 
Jamieson's 400 residents: the five-day coach trip to Melbourne 
cost each passenger £2/10/-.  
 
In 1879, 200 trout were liberated in the Jamieson and Howqua 
River. In 1865, an acclimatisation society for the liberation and 
protection of rabbits was formed. On the third attempt rabbits 
costing 10/- per pair were carried in by Chinese using baskets, 
and bunny became established. Poachers were prosecuted. 
 
The Dale family held the hotel for 72 years until 1947 when it was 
passed to J. Murphy: in 1950 to W. Purcell and in 1955 to F. Keyes 
who added the modern first class standard motel wing and 
commissioned well-known artist Mr Dick Ovenden to complete 
the entrance hall mural based on local scenery.  
 
In June 1962 the name was changed to Anchor Motel Hotel and a 
new company of that name appointed George & Con Conway as 
hosts. In December 1971, the hotel was purchased by Country 
House Pty Ltd with the view to restoring its original charm, 
character and name whilst offering the best in motel 
accommodation, fisherman's cabins and first class service.  
 
In April 1982 the hotel was destroyed by fire. At this time Graeme 
Bakker was the licensee. The hotel was rebuilt to its present day 
form using the original bricks from the old hotel. 


